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• Today, there are 6.3 
million people in the 
Central Valley.

• By 2040, population is 
expected to reach 12 
million.

•Source: Department of Finance

Awareness of Explosive Growth Awareness of Explosive Growth 
Initiates the VisionInitiates the Vision



Explosive growth brings profound Explosive growth brings profound 
demographic changesdemographic changes



California State ParksCalifornia State Parks’’

Central Valley Central Valley 
VisionVision

Working together to 
serve  the Central Valley



34 State Parks 34 State Parks 
in the Central Valley in the Central Valley 



Diverse Parks in Central ValleyDiverse Parks in Central Valley



1/3 of the State Park units with boating use & 
1/4 of the State Park System’s off-highway 
vehicle recreation parks are in the Valley

Kids’ Fishing Day at San Luis Reservoir SRA

San Luis Reservoir SRA

Clay Pitt SVRA



Central ValleyCentral Valley’’s Historic & s Historic & 
Cultural HeritageCultural Heritage

Leland Stanford Mansion State Historic Park

Shasta State Historic ParkWoodland Opera House State Historic Park

Colonel Allensworth State Historic Park 



Central ValleyCentral Valley’’s Natural Resourcess Natural Resources

Caswell Memorial SP McConnell State Recreation Area

Bethany Reservoir SRA

Great Valley Grasslands SP



Central Valley serves as an Central Valley serves as an 
winter habitat for migratory winter habitat for migratory 

birds along the Pacific Flywaybirds along the Pacific Flyway

Migratory Birds in Butte County



www.parks.ca.gov/centralvalley

•• 2020--year strategic planyear strategic plan

•• Public feedbackPublic feedback

•• Specific actionsSpecific actions

•• Partnerships Partnerships 

What is the Central Valley Vision?What is the Central Valley Vision?



2005 Public Outreach Meetings2005 Public Outreach Meetings
Red Bluff  

Chico /  Woodland 

Sacramento 

Isleton  

Stockton 

Modesto 

UC Merced

Madera 

CSU, Fresno

Bakersfield
Great Valley Center, Modesto - September 20, 2005



What special areas or facilities would What special areas or facilities would 
youyou like considered?like considered?

“Now is the time to 
provide some recreation 
facilities – before it is all 
roof tops!” - Public Comment

Great Valley Center, Modesto

“We are sorely lacking 
parks and hiking trails 
and land that is now 
undeveloped may not be 
for long.” - Public Comment

“People need breathing space for 
the soul as well as the lungs, and 
to remember what nature looks 
like.” - Public Comment



River accessRiver access

•Expand water access on rivers, reservoirs, 
and the Delta

•Focus on linkages of land to water
Delta region Cache Creek Mokelumne River
Yuba River Kings River Feather River
Tuolumne River Kern River Sacramento River
Stanislaus River Kawea River San Joaquin River
Cosumnes River Merced River American River

•Expand existing parks on water, acquire land 
on rivers, and expand link to trails

Franks Tract SRA



Acquire key natural, cultural & Acquire key natural, cultural & 
recreation lands & corridorsrecreation lands & corridors

Hikers on the popular “Path of the Padres“ along Los Baños Creek

Examples:

-Vernal Pools -Native Grasslands - Wetlands 

-Geological -Paleontological sites -Sacred sites

-Blue Oak/Sycamore Woodlands -Prehistoric Rock Art



Sutter Buttes State Park Sutter Buttes State Park 

Significant natural, cultural, geologic, scenic, and 
recreational resource values

View from North Butte looking Northeast into the valley.



Expand Recreation Facilities & Expand Recreation Facilities & 
Increase highIncrease high--quality recreational quality recreational 

opportunities opportunities 

San Luis Reservoir State Recreation Area



Family Recreation Programs & Activities 

FamCamp at San Luis Reservoir SRA



Water Access ImprovementsWater Access Improvements
• River access for kayaks, canoes, boat fishing at 

Bidwell-Sacramento River State Park

• Floating campsite improvements at Lake Oroville  

• Boat ramp widening at Brannan Island & San Luis 
Reservoir

• New boat ramp at Great Valley Grasslands

• New floating docks at Millerton Lake 

Millerton Lake SRABidwell-Sacramento River SP



Increased number of Increased number of 
camping facilitiescamping facilities



Alternative Camping Facilities

Implementing alternative camping facilities at 
State Recreation Areas

Tent cabins

Yurts

Floating campsites

Cabins



Increased trail recreation Increased trail recreation 
opportunitiesopportunities

21st California Trails and Greenways Conference May 5-7, 2006



Partnering with Kern County and the 
City of Bakersfield to identify and develop an 

off-highway vehicle recreation area 

OHMVR Parks  OHMVR Parks  

Prairie City SVRA



Preserve and interpret the Preserve and interpret the 
Central ValleyCentral Valley’’s Historys History

Shasta State Historic Park

Great valley Grasslands State Park



Increased education & interpretationIncreased education & interpretation



Working with Caltrans and the Great Valley Center 
to develop interpretive programs to tell the many 

stories of the Highway 99 corridor

Highway 99: backbone of the Highway 99: backbone of the 
San Joaquin Valley San Joaquin Valley 



Working with CDFA to promote role of agriculture and 
locally grown produce.  Promote the interpretation of 

agricultural history and current practices 

Critical Role of AgricultureCritical Role of Agriculture



Support toSupport to Local parksLocal parks

Effectively distributing funding for parks and 
recreation facilities for Central Valley residents



More Technical AssistanceMore Technical Assistance
Providing technical assistance to local 

partners, including training in grant writing 
for fiscal sustainability



Community InvolvementCommunity Involvement

Increasing community involvement 
programs in the Central Valley to improve 

access to parks & recreation 



Working together to serve  Working together to serve  
the Central Valley:the Central Valley:

Examples:

-Local community residents -Non-profits land trusts 

-Private land owners -Economic funding partners

-Local, state and federal agencies



Successful PartnershipsSuccessful Partnerships

San Joaquin River Parkway



Department of Fish & Game 
North Table Mountain Ecological Reserve

Table Mountain Waterfall 
Butte County



WhatWhat’’s Next?s Next?
As funding and time allow:As funding and time allow:

• Continue to build 
partnerships

•River inventory to help 
prioritize 

• Increase recreation 
opportunities

•Increase interpretive 
signs



Inventory protected lands & Inventory protected lands & 
public open space in the Valleypublic open space in the Valley

• Working with the California Council of 
Land Trusts and the Great Valley Center

– Protected Areas
– Open Space

Pacheco State Park



Healthy Foods InitiativeHealthy Foods Initiative



Provide additional river access 
and visitor facilities

• Work with Department of Boating and 
Waterways

Colusa-Sacramento River SRAColusa-Sacramento River SRA



Collecting and preserving oral histories of the residents of 
the historic community of Locke in the Delta

Historic Preservation of Locke 



Working Together to Serve Working Together to Serve 
the Central Valleythe Central Valley

for the long termfor the long term……


